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RADIO COMMUNICATION WITH MOVING TRAINS*
DR. FREDERICK H. MILLENER
(EXPERIMENTAL ENGINEER, UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD, OMAHA, NEBRASKA)
The following paper is a brief resume of the more or less
laborious and comprehensive research work undertaken by the
writer for the Union Pacific Railroad Company during the
period from 1906 to 1916, inclusive. The bare details of this
work form a fairly consecutive study of the arts of radio tele-
graphy and telephony as they are generally known today.
THE COHERER AND OTHER DETECTORS FOR RADIO SIGNALS
In October, 1906, the management of one of the great rail-
roads of the country requested me to devote my time to finding
a method of signalling the cab of a locomotive or communicating
with a train without interfering in any manner with the right
of way or placing any obstruction along it. By this is meant that
obstructions which could or would interfere with the work of
a snow plow or with the present equipment of the railroad were
excluded. For the purpose of experiment, an electric storage
battery truck made by the Westinghouse Manufacturing Com-
pany, weighing 5,500 pounds (2,500 kg.) with the batteries in
place, made of steel, and running on the Shop Yards narrow
gauge track at Omaha was utilized. This car was equipped with
an antenna, and on it all my purely experimental work was
carried out, in such a way as not to interfere with the operating
officials or to become in any way a menace to the right of way.
Nothing has ever been suggested as an addition to or change in
the right of way that has not actually worked, in a very practical
manner on this machine.
The first great difficulty which was experienced was to
secure a good ground. The axles were packed and ran in vaseline.
The only way we could secure any effective radio control on
the car was by having a steel brush forcibly pressed into contact
with the rail. This was a nuisance, and would not work over
* Receival by the Editor, Novamber 17, 1917. Presented before THE
INSTITUTE OF RADIo ENGINEERS, New York, Dz iiember 5, 1917.
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ice and snow. It was found that if the ground wire came into
contact with the steel frame of the car (this frame acting as a
counterpoise), no further trouble was experienced in receiving
the impulse or wave train which caused the relay to work.
An antenna was placed on the Boiler Shop, near the labora-
tory, 140 feet (43 m.) above the ground, having a natural wave
length of about 500 meters. This electric truck has been ex-
ceedingly valuable for experimental purposes because it had
available a source of 186-volt direct current, and sufficient
FIGURE 1-Signal Box, with Arm at "Block"
("Danger"); bell ringing
power. Our object at this time was to operate a block signal
in the cab of a locomotive from a block signal tower, the idea
being that when the arm on the tower went to "Danger" it
would cut in storage batteries connected to an induction coil,
a tuned circuit, and other equipment necessary -to radiate
electromagnetic waves over a short distance, such waves to
be received by the antenna on the approaching locomotive
and to cause the device in the cab to set a like arm at "Danger."
Figure 1, illustrating this machine is shown herewith.
However, on a railroad, a danger signal must operate at
least 100,000 times in succession without a failure, and must
not be operated by any other means than the means intended.
As the lighting of an arc light, an atmospheric disturbance, or
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casual spark will sometimes cause this signal to operate, and
as the best coherer or valve detector which we were able to
secure actually, or to learn of, would not last for anything like
100,000 operations without a failure, work was discontinued
on the mechanical radio cab signal. Altho no mechanical
difficulty which could not be overcome had presented itself,
a physical one had; namely, that the device was not sufficiently
reliable tho it was possible to see its value easily during sleet
storms, rain storms, and similar disturbances. This, of course,
was one of the earlier reasons why the coherer was displaced
in radio telegraphy, and the telephone and detector substituted.
The first radio equipment utilized, together with the interior
of the place that was then our laboratory is shown in Figure 2.
FIGURE 2-First Radio Laboratory at Union Pacific
Railroad Shops
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There were numerous difficulties in the way of successful
experimentation. Standard instruments were exceedingly costly
and rather unreliable. The patent situation was such that we
could not tell whom one would ultimately have to pay for the
use of any device nor the amount to be paid. There were
many "systems," and many of the patents covering them were
possible infringement of patents in this country or abroad.
Quite regularly some corporation would threaten our Law
Department with suits for using any form of radio equipment
but theirs.
In developing this cab signal, it was necessary to be absolutely
certain that it would work the mechanism on the locomotive,
and to determine how often and how well it would work. The
electric relay was caused to operate the driving mechanism of
the electric truck at four speeds ahead, four speeds back, and
to ring a bell. This was done of course, by means of the coherer,
a four-ohm track relay, such as used by the Signal Department
and a portion of the Independent Telephone Company's jenny
and a large relay. The complete apparatus is shown in Figure 3.
FIGURE 3-Radio Controlled Truck Under Test
All of these instruments were, of course, hand made, by myself
and my friends and assistants in the Shops.
We found, that if we could control this car in this manner,
we might be able to make the block signal work in the cab of
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the locomotive, and a picture of the locomotive equipped with
such a cab signal is given in Figure 4.
As the result of the application of radio to a car, which was
believed to be the first piece of heavy machinery ever so con-
FIG.URE 4-Engine Equipped with Radio Controlled Signal
trolled, our work was broadened. We were given a better
laboratory and more facilities and were requested to devote
our whole time to the work.
RADIO TELEGRAPHY-SYSTEM AND STATIONS
The Union Pacific Railroad has always been considered more
or less a military road, it having the lowest grade of any road
over the mountains and its work has been essentially that of a
transcontinental railroad. Those people of the East, who have
not been in the West, can scarcely realize that it is a country
of magnificent distances. Such a country develops its population
on the same broad lines. For miles and miles there are no
trees, homes, or habitations. In winter it is not an uncommon
sight to see along the track a line of telegraph poles and wires
which have been put out of commission by ice, heavy wind or
sleet storms and floods. So it seems that in such a country
as this, there might be an opportunity to develop radio tele-
graphy. It was decided that some stations of a complete sys-
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tem in this region were to be merely for receiving and some to
be for both sending and receiving.
We were therefore directed to prepare plans and specifica-
tions for such a system, and if possible to make it flexible enough
to telegraph to a moving train. It was thought that stations
could be erected at certain cities and then outfit cars fitted up
with one or two kilowatt sets, which were to be kept at division
points. These cars were to contain a mast, which could be
raised thru the roof of a car when on a siding, and a temporary
station installed at either side of a wire break; communication
being thus established until such time as the line men could
coA-plete their work. The one thought which was strictly
imnressed upon our minds at all times was that this. apparatus
mMst be cheap and simple, so that local men could be taught
its use and operation to avoid the necessity of having experts,
anl that 'its whole value would be entirely dependent on this.
IFor 600 miles (1,000 km.) west of Omaha the country is
coinparatively level and straight. The elevation at Omaha is
1,200 feet (350 m.), gradually rising until an elevation of 8,000
feet (2,500 m.) is reached at the summit of Sherman Hill,
Wyoming. In planning for radio telegraph stations, this eleva-
tion must be taken into consideration. Another thing which
needs very close attention, and which causes very serious condi-
tions is static electricity. In summer, the static electricity
between Sidney, Nebraska; Cheyenne, Wyoming and Sherman
Hill, Wyoming, causes all manner of disturbances with block
signals, burning them out, and occasionally putting the wire
telegraph out of commission. Very little was generally known
about the arc method of Poulsen and about the experimental
work that was then being done on the 500-cycle spark work
of Marconi and others, and the rotary synchronous spark gap
of Fessenden. But the least expensive method and the one
which was decided upon was the 60-cycle closed core trans-
former, the rotary spark gap, and the tinfoil condenser transmit-
ter, which was then used by the Telefunken Company. These
stations were to be of sufficient power to be heard night or day,
summer or winter, at least as far as the next sending station.
We expected the station at Cheyenne to work as far east as
Omaha and an equal distance the other side of the mountains.
The other sending stations were to be at Sidney, Grand Island,
North Platte, Green River, and Omaha. Experiment taught
that we would be able to hear the high pitched note of these
stations above the strays, and later developments conclusively
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proved this to be true. We were then requested to work out a
system of radio telegraph and radio telephony, which could be
applied to railroad uses where it would have value in protecting
human life.
Figure 5 is a detailed drawing of the house for the radio
station as it appeared when ready for use. These houses were
14 feet (4 m.) front and 16 feet (5 m.) deep, and contained two
rooms. The rear room was the power room and contained the
heavy machinery, cupboards, and other equipment. The
front room contained the sending and receiving instruments
and the operator's table. The wires were brought in carefully
insulated thru a concrete duct under the floor. This arrange-
ment is shown in Figure 5.
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FIGURE 5-Railroad Radio, Station
ANTENNAS
In railroad work, it is absolutely necessary to have the
antennas close and compact. It seems that there, is no doubt
that the flat top antenna is the best and most practical antenna
for every day use, either for railroads or in the field. (But
the initial expense in erecting the same under the best working
conditions is sometimes prohibitive.) In the first installation
of the railroad radio telegraph, it was absolutely necessary not
to complicate matters. The antennas had to be simple and
easy to repair. We were obliged to endeavor to uitilize men in
the employ of the railroad and not to import experts.
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It is, then, desirable to have a flat top antenna at stations,
parallel to the track, and supported by two self-sustaining towers,
the height of which should be at least 180 to 210 feet (55 to 65 m.)
and which should be constructed to stand a wind stress of
90 miles per hour (150 krm. per hour). There were, however,
places where we could only have one mast. Examples of both
kinds with drawings are given in Figures 6, 7, and 8.
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FIGURE 6 Flat Top Antenna and Ground
It was necessary that the antenna be so arranged that it
could easily be freed from snow and ice. The umbrella antenna
requires too many guy wires and at the critical moment fre-
quently fails on account of snow and ice. It is also difficult
to repair in the yards and stations, and it takes up too much
space. The single -mast antenna which is shown below was
designed for this purpose, and has porcelain insulators at the
top. The units are made in such a manner as to loosen the
snow and ice.* A specially constructed ground or counterpoise
is used. Figure 9 represents the mast and tower with the house
at the base; and the arrangement of the antennas. Figure 10,
is a detailed drawing of the insulators at the top of the mast,
and of a detail of the inner ring of the insulator and the ring
around the mast. Figure 11 represents a detail of the weaving
* U. S. Patent Number 1,206,353; filed January 19, 1912.
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FIGURE 7-Flat Top Antenna, Wooden Masts
antenna for breaking off ice or clinging snow, and also a counter-
poise utilizing the unbonded sections of track in the yard and
i
FIGURE 8-Flat Top Antenna, Steel Masts
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such other material as might run on the track to increase the
capacity.
In the west, a good ground is hard to secure on account
of the light sandy soil which is at times very dry. The ground
S,9
FIGURE (,-Structure of Special Lmbrella Antenna for Railroad
Radio Stations
or counterpoise of Figure 6 was intended to be located at Chey-
enne, in the park adjacent to the railroad and belonging to the
depot. The various styles of mast construction are shown in
Figures 7 and 8. These were intended to be used in the installa-
tions.
TRANSMITTING APPARATUS
It was planned to have radio stations at Ogden, Utah;
Green River, Wyoming; Cheyenne, Wyoming; North Platte,
Nebraska; Grand Island, Nebraska; and the plant at Omaha
was already in existence. There was thus covered the entire
system west of Omaha. Where one support was already in
place, the flat top antenna was to be used. Where both supports
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would have had to be built, an umbrella antenna was planned.
Where the antenna was of the flat top type, we used yards or
spreaders made up of 30 feet (9 m.) of 4-inch (10 cm.) wrought
iron pipe. These will space and carry twelve copper wires,
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FIGURE 10-Top-of-Mast Fittings of Special Umbrella Antenna
25 feet (75 cm.) apart, 700 feet (200 m.) long. The spreader
in question is illustrated in Figure 12. The umbrella masts
have been previously explained.
The placing of a network of wires in the ground at the parks
insured a perfect ground or counterposie connection at all times,
wet or dry, and if more connections were needed, the unbonded
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yard tracks would be used without interfering with the traffic
or signals. The railroad tracks are all connected by wires at
the end of each rail for the block signals. This is called bonding.
Itwas found that placing the masts parallel with the tracks
-and
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FIGURE 11-Spreader Structure of Antenna; Counterpoise Rail Ground
It was found that placing the masts parallel with the tracks and
close to them was of great assistance in working east or west
and in transmitting over the mountains, the rails seeming to
assist transmission.
The station at Green River was to have been a ten-kilowatt
sending station, the station at Cheyenne a five-kilowatt, and
the stations at Ogden, North Platte, and Grand Island were
each to have been two kilowatts. The wave lengths were to
be 600 to 800 meters.
The altitude at Green River, Wyoming, was 6,082 feet
(1850 m.) and at Cheyenne, 6,068 feet, and the highest point
on the railroad was at 8,000 feet (2,500 m.). Taking into
consideration the atmospheric conditions surrounding the moun-
tains (especially on Sherman Hill), it was desired that these
two stations should radiate directly over the mountains to
Omaha. In order to be sure to secure this result, the ten-kilo-
watt station at Green River and the five-kilowatt station at
Cheyenne were chosen.
From experiments conducted and observations taken, the
possibilities are that both of these stations would be read as
far as Omaha without any difficulty since a high pitched spark
note was to be used. On account of the differences in the tones
of the emitted sparks, the two stations would be readily recognized
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by the note in the telephone receiver and interference prevented
as much as possible by the long wave length used. The total
distance which had to be covered by this installation and for
regular work was only 1,000 miles (1,600 km.); and we have
no doubt now that we would not have required a ten-kilowatt
station at Green River. The coming of the more sensitive
audion detector has made this certain.
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FIGURE 12-Standard 12-wire 30-foot (9 m.) Spreader
RADIO TELEPHONE TESTS
During our experiments, we have been piling up consider-
able data and making thoro studies of the conditions -in
our section of the country. The question had come up some
time before as to which system would go farthest with the least
amount of energy: the arc or spark method; and the results
seemed to us very clear: that for short wave lengths the spark
method was best, and the arc method for long wave lengths.
From the very beginning of the study of radio telegraphy,
it has always seemed that the ideal instrument would be a
radio telephone; and from the very beginning we hoped to be
able to communicate by telegraph and telephone to moving
trains. For some time, we worked on a radio telephone which
seemed to be perfect so far as oscillation generation was con-
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cerned. It was not till 1909, under rather critical circumstances,
that Mr. Harvey Gamer and I devised a successful modulation
method.
Our first radiophone was made up of a series of four arcs-
water-cooled, in a hydrocarbon atmosphere and under the
influence of a magnetic field. The first of these is shown in
FIGURE 13-First Radiophone Arc Transmitter
Figure 13. Figure 14 illustrates the second attempt made to
generate continuous oscillations by the arc method. A still
later type is shown in Figure 15. In this installation the positive
electrodes were made of copper, and the negative electrodes
were made of some other electrical conducting material, usually
carbon. The combination of a hollow metallic electrode having
a chamber or cavity in its arcing end, the axial length of which
was at least equal to its transverse diameter, and a negative
electrode with its hemispherical end introduced within the
cavity and substantially at the focal point thereof was found
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useful. A diagrammatic representation is shown in Figure 16,
together with our method of modulating as much energy as
possible by means of the microphone.
It is well known that an arc burning in the presence of
oxygen, or in an atmosphere containing oxygen, will at times
FIGURE 14-Second Radiophone Arc
hiss; and it is also known that when the hissing occurs there is a
marked dlecrease in the difference of potential between the
electrodes. This drop in potential, or any considerable variation
thereof, interferes in greater or less degree with the operation
of a radio transmitter in which the arc is employed to convert,
or aid in converting, a direct current into an alternating current
of radio frequency. Where several arcs are so employed, some
or all commonly go out or cease to burn when the hissing begins.
Such hissing is peculiarly detrimental when it occurs in a system
of the character here described, that is, one used for speech
transmission, because, in addition to its other bad effects, the
hissing of the arc in great measure drowns the sound waves
produced by the voice of the speaker, and precludes a clear
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transmission and the certain and distinct hearing and inter-
pretation thereof at the receiving point of the system. To
prevent this hissing and to secure increased energy of the oscilla-
tions produced by an arc, the arc or arcs are enveloped in an
atmosphere of hydrogen or other gas, or other means are adopted
to exclude oxygen from the arc, the crater, or the vapor generated
in and by the arc. While such means will give satisfactory
FIGURE 15-Third Radiophone Arc
results (and while we had, in a patent application, described
a simple and efficient way of producing and applying such gas),
we had concluded that if the positive electrode be kept cool,
and the negative electrode be surrounded thereby, from its
upper or arcing extremity downward to a reasonable distance,
hissing of the arc may be equally well prevented, and without
the necessity for any other provision or apparatus. The sup-
pression of the hissing we believe to be due to the fact that
with the positive electrode kept cool there is almost entire
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absence of fusion of the electrode or of the formation of metallic
globules, roughened portions or projections, depressions or
pittings, which might, and in fact do, produce a variation in the
length of the arc, accompanied by variation in the difference
of potential between the electrodes; and to the further fact
that whatever oxygen may be contained in the cup or inner
cylinder of the positive electrode is speedily consumed, and the
resultant or remaining gas or vapor, of whatever character it
may be, rising or tending to rise by reason of its heated state,
FIGURE 16 Radio Telephone Transmitter Circuit
fills and occupies the entire interior of such inner cylinder or
cup, and completely envelops the enclosed extremity of the
negative, electrode, thereby precluding the ingress of oxygen
or the contact of such oxygen with the arc, the vapor thereof,
or the crater. Not only is the hissing suppressed or eliminated,
but with this arrangement of the electrodes, after striking the
arcs the electrodes may be gradually separated, making the
arcs longer and drawing more current without causing hissing
thereof, provided the voltage be adequate. We also found that
with the current from sources of 500 volts or more and with arcs
of from one to one and one-half inches (2.5 to 3.75 cm.), and with
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seven to ten amperes supply current, the results with distant
reception are improved, and the electrodes can be adjusted
and the consequent arcs varied without producing the hissing
sound. When several arcs are formed or burning in series, and
the voltage is sufficient only to maintain them, even tho the
separation of the electrodes be as slight as a quarter of an inch
(6 mm.) or less, it is found that if air comes in contact with the
positive electrode, and the crater runs up the side thereof,
hissing begins. Such an arc absorbs more than its proper
proportion of the electromotive force, there is a decrease of
potential in the other arcs, and they cease or go out. If there
is an available surplus voltage, this action does not take place.
Steady sustained oscillations are produced, and articulate speech
may be clearly and distinctly transmitted and received by
apparatus constructed as above set forth. The same con-
struction and arrangement is adopted for each pair of electrodes
used, and by reason of suppression of the hissing and its at-
tendant effects, we were enabled to maintain in proper arcing
condition for prolonged periods of time, a considerable number
of pairs of electrodes, arranged in series as above described,
and to vary the length of such arcs within wide limits, without
causing hissing.
While we are on the subject of arc generators for oscillations,
it may be noted in the latter arcs that the magnetic blast and
gas has been done away with. The arcs work more steadily
without the magnetic blast; and there is a definite value of
inductance for any given capacity, which gives a maximum
current in the shunt circuit. If gas is used, as the gas pressure
rises the steadiness of the arcs diminish.
Altogether we made four radiophone generators of the arc
type, and they worked very satisfactorily and over considerable
distances. They worked very well for radio telegraphy or for
any use where they could be maintained in a stationary position,
but they were heavy and ungainly and required considerable
attention. In fact, they required a skilled operator.
Continuing our consideration of the arc radiophone, it was
found satisfactory for the continuation of our experimental
work in talking to a moving train. The oscillation generator
was to be placed in the baggage car of the train, and also in
the station with which we intended to talk. Experiments with
these arrangements were made in the shop yards and were rather
satisfactory. We even combined some of our previous experi-
ments with the electric truck, and not only controlled it by
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radio, but also talked to it while in motion by the radio telephone.
The intention was to use two telegraph wires made of copper
or two parallel conductors thoroly insulated along the right of
way, these to be used for wire telegraphy if desired; and by
proper placing of condensers at stations they were also to act
as long antennas.
FIGURE 17-Umbrella Antenna for Radiophone
Reception
Figure 17 illustrates what is literally an "umbrella antenna"
for portable radiophone receiving stations. The tuning apparatus
necessary for this work and the detector are placed in the upper
ribs of the umbrella. (The umbrella was primarily used to
convince doubting individuals of the actual radiophone trans-
mission.) With the crude methods of tuning we had with this
apparatus, we were able to talk or play a phonograph into the
transmitter of the radio telephone, the speech or music being
distinctly heard by the person with the umbrella three-quarters
of a mile (1.2 km.) away. Transmission was, of course, possible
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over much greater distances than this, but not with such crude
receiving apparatus. When the radiophone transmitter was
connected directly with telegraph wires properly provided with
condensers to avoid the telegraph sounders and other telegraphic
equipment, the voice appeared to be very distant and it was
FIGURE 18-Arc and Direct Coupler for
Radiophone
very difficult to recognize the inflections of the voice or to
identify the speaker, altho one could recognize what was said.
The voice sounded very much as it does on the transcontinental
telephone. As soon as the voice was received from an antenna
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not connected with the wire in any way, inflections of the voice
could easily be caught and the person recognized. Our latest
multiple arc direct coupler is shown in Figure 18, and the re-
mainder of the radiophone transmitter in Figure 19.
In connection with this work, we present in Figure 20 a
diagram of a train equipped with a radiophone station. The
antenna is on top of the cars and is connected by couplers for
the full length of the train. The coupler is shown in Figure 21.
FIGURE 19-Arc Radiophone Transmitter
The train is wired for an intercommunicating set of telephones
between cars. A typical station of the intercommunicating
system is illustrated in Figure 22. An arrangement is here
made so that persons in an observation car may talk with the
baggage or dining car, or, if a train happens to be at a station,
communication may be had with the city system. Figure 23
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shows the experimental equipment for this system set up in
the laboratory, and Figure 24 a line coupler. If, after the train
had left the station, it is desired to converse with the station,
this may be accomplished by connecting any one of these tele-
phones with what would correspond to the ground wire of the
antenna circuit in the baggage car. By first calling the baggage
FIGURE 21-Coupler Between Cars Equipped for Radio Service
car and requesting them to provide a radiophone connection
(that is, to start the oscillation generator and then cutting in the
microphone on the antenna circuit), such communication could
be obtained. This system worked perfectly in the shop grounds
using the electric truck and several small cars which ran on the
narrow gauge railway.
The next laboratory was a movable one, and a photo-
FIGURE 22-Telephone Intercommunicating Station
for Wire or Radio Communication
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graph thereof is given in Figure 25. Car 399 was designed as
a laboratory to carry on these experiments in connection with
the first class trains of the railroad. The war, however, had
begun; and in 1916 new men took charge of the railroad and
this experimental work was temporarily discontinued.
FIGURE 23-Model of Train Wire and Radio Telephone System
THE RADIO LABORATORY CAR
The radio laboratory car was made over from a diner. The
kitchen and two of the refrigerators, together with the water
tank and hot and cold water, were allowed to remain. The
pantry was converted into an engine room (shown in Figure 26)
in which we had a 40-horse-power (30 kilowatt) gasoline engine;
the shelves of the pantry were used for the glass condensers,
and in the roof of the car in the pantry were gasoline tanks,
holding a barrel of gasoline, and refillable from the roof. The
car was renumbered 399 and classified as an educational car
(similarly to the air brake cars and medical examiner's cars,
etc.). In the kitchen nothing was changed. A three-phase
generator and switchboard, together with the gasoline engine
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FIGORE 20-System of Train Wire and Radio Telephony
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mentioned, were placed in the pantry, and a door cut thru from
the kitchen to the pantry so that access from the body of.the
car could be had thru the engine room. The shelves for kitchen
FIGURE 24-Inter-Car Coupler of Wire and Radio
Telephone Railroad System
utensils, etc., were left in place but soldering irons, a Wheatstone
bridge, and vises and mechanical tools were also added so that
FIGURE 25-Railroad Radio Laboratory, Showing Antenna and
Car Couplers
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the kitchen could be turned into a work shop when desired.
Curtains were placed so that the main portion of the car could
be utilized for sleeping purposes, the cots being placed over the
toilet and other convenient places at the end of the car under the
roof when not in use. Where the sideboard used to be, the
FIGURE 26-Engine Room of Radio Laboratory Car During
Installation
coil of the direct coupler was placed and an opening made thru
roof for the antenna. The car was 67 feet 9 inches (20.6 m.)
over all and the antenna contained twenty-one wires. The
highest wires on the frame were connected, forming one antenna;
and the other wires were so connected that we had three antennas
available which could be switched into one or connected in the
car in any manner we desired. On the platform under the
dome at the kitchen end of the car, it was intended to place a
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"Komet" mast. This is a sectional mast made in Germany,
which is elevated by means of a crank and shaft. When tele-
scoped, it occupied a space 6 inches (15 cm.) in diameter and
8 feet (2.4 m.) high. When extended its height was 82 feet
(25 m.). This was provided in case we wished to use the car
as a telegraph office and desired to transmit over greater distances
than we could with the antenna on the car. This type of mast
is shown in Figure 27.
FIGURE 27-"Komet" Mast
It struck us at the time how singularly well adapted this
laboratory was for portable long range communication purposes,
since it contained both electric light and gas; and, if necessary,
two other cars could be lighted from the power plant on the
car (which included a three-phase generator). It would have
made an ideal headquarters car for the receiving and dispatching
of telegraphic work-both wire and radio. The interior view
of this car is given in Figure 28. At the forward end of the car
was the operator, and to the right of him was the transformer
and'rotary spark gap. As was stated above, the antenna wire
left the car at about its middle. The ground wires resembled
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a letter "H" and were fastened to the trucks underneath the car
and to the truck boxes, on the inner lid of each of which was a
spring ending in a cone which fitted into the conical depression
FIGUIIE 28-Operator on Duty in Radio Laboratory Car
in the endl of the axle, so that when the box was closed tightly
wA-e had a friction ground on the axle of the car.
FIGURE 29-Receiving Station at Union Pacific Headquarters
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On taking measurements with the Wheatstone bridge it was
found that the resistance between the truck and the rail and
between the axle and the rail was on an average as follows:-
between truck and rail -0.365 ohm, between axle and rail -0.26
ohm.
Of course the greater the number of connections which the
ground wire has to the different axles, the less will be the resist-
ance between the car and the ground, providing we do not
increase the amount of wire resistance.
FIGURE 30-Receiving Set, Including Coaxial Cylindr.cal Coupler, and
Loading Coil
LARGE CYLINDRICAL COUPLER OF COAXIAL CONSTRUCTION
The first operating room at Union Pacific headquarters is
illustrated in Figure 29. A more recent receiver is shown in
Figure 30. The antenna used therewith is a five-wire one,
wires 2.5 feet (75 cm.) apart, 80 feet (25 m.) long and seventy-
five feet (22 m.) above ground and of the "L" type. The
couplers, detectors, and inductance are all mounted on one
table. At all times, day or night (whenever they are working),
we are able to copy the following stations. While there is nothing
unusually extraordinary about this reception, it is regarded as
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satisfactory, because, until recently, we used an umbrella type
.cnterna supported on a field mast.
"K I E" Honolulu "N A A"' Arlington
"N P L" San Francisco "N A D" Boston
"W S L" Sayville "W I I" Belmar
"W G G" Tuckerton "W S E" Seagate
"N A T" New Orleans
The wiring diagram of the receiver is given in Figure 31.
_
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FIGURE 31-Receiving Set
RECORDING RECEIVED SIGNALS
Early in these experiments, we tried to copy and preserve
radio messages on the phonograph. Figure 32 shows a telegra-
phone recorder while Figure 33 shows equipment adapted to the
Columbia dietaphone. With these, however, we did not entirely
succeed because we did not have a receiver of constant adjust-
ment. At the present time, we are having fair success using a
powerfuil amplifying relay shown in relay Figures 34 and 35.
This is really a powerful telephone transmitter with associated
circuits of special design.
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FIGUI E 32-Telegraphone Recorder of Radio Signals
FIGTTRE 33-Dictaphone Rlecorder for Radio Signals
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FIGURE 34-Equipment Associated
with Amplifier
FIGUR1E 35-Amplifying Relay Equipment
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SUMMARY: The radiotelegraphic researches carried on under the auspices
of the Union Pacific Railroad are described. A radio "danger" signaling
system was first worked; and while operative, did not give the extreme re-
liability required by such systems. A radio controlled car is then described.
A series of experiments with arc radiophone equipment are considered.
Their applications to inter-car wire telephone communication and train-to-
station radiophone communication are given in detail. The necessary fixed
stations are also described.
The experimental radiotelegraphic car laboratory is then described, to-
gether with the antennas, ground, engine, and transmitter thereof.
Finally, receiving sets and a telephone relay amplifier (intended to facili-
tate telegraphone or dictaphone recording of signals) are considered.
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